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Allyson Jule, PhD, is Professor

of Education, University
College of the Fraser Valley,
Canada and Visiting Lecturer
at the University of
Glamorgan, Wales. Her
research concentrates on
gender and language use in
various classrooms settings, including gender at an
intersection with ethnicity and religious identity. She is
also the author of Gender, Participation and Silence in
the Language Classroom: Sh-shushing the Girls (2004),
the editor of Gender and the Language of Religion
(2005), Language and Religious Identity: Women in
Discourse (2007), and a co-editor of Being Feminist,

Being Christian: Essays from Academia (2006).
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Valley, Canada)

Guide to Language and Gender

Consultant editor: Viv Edwards (University of Reading)

This engaging handbook by Allyson Jule shows th'at Gender'
and Language is equally about our personal and lwed' experience
as it is about different scholarly perspectives and theomes'. Thc
book provides a guide through the subject's historical origins, key
theoretical perspectives and latest thinking in the field. It also
invites readers to consider how gender and language influences
education, the workplace, the media, religion and a range of

interpersonal and social contexts.

DR. JUDITH BAXTER, DEPARTMENT OF APPLIED LINGUISTICS,

UNIVERSITY OF READING

Allyson Jule's handbook on Gender and Language Use is an
engaging introduction to key concepts, developﬁaent's and debates
in the field of gender and language studies. First time st'udents of
gendered language use will find its glossary, study questions and

bibliography helpful entry points into this field.

KATE POWER, DOCTORAL CANDIDATE, LANCASTER UNIVERSITY

This book offers a compact, accessible, up-to-the-minute
introduction to a range of hot topics in language and gender.
The reflective, critical lens makes this a valuable text 'both for
undergraduates and for experienced teachers enrolled in MA

degrees.

JANET HOLMES, PROFESSOR OF LINGUISTICS, VICTORIA UNIVERSITY OF

WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND

This book provides an accessible and wide-ranging introdf{ction
to the ever-popular topic of Language and Gender, 'explo'rmg
the fascinating links between language, gender and identity.
JENNIFER COATES, PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE & LINGUISTICS

ROEHAMPTON UNIVERSITY

W
15 1

KEY FEATURES OF THIS TEXTBOOK:

Learning objectives
Chapter summaries
Self-review questions
Essay questions
Key sources

A Beginner's Guide to Language and Gender | The emergence of gender and language study

4 Detroit high school created a limited selec tion of social identities for female
studeats (such as girl or ‘white’) because other self-definitions (ke being 1 star

athiete) were socially unavailable to girls, Gender and language seholars began

to see gender as s chosen performance - as a way of coping with ascribed gender
roles within particular aommunities. Mary Talbot 11998}, for instance, took 3
strong view of language and gender, suggesting that the use of language creates
gender distinctions, rather than simply reflecting them. She used the phrase

‘language-as-mirror' to describe how language reveals aur thoughts and attitudes.
Callin rown woman ‘girl’, displays the particular social attitude towards
wamen that sees women as less threatening when childlike, There is more to the
language than what ix said

This chapter has introduced you to the study of gender and language and the
various ways feminism has infuenced sociolinguistics as well as the contested
distinetion of male/female and masculine/feminine, Our gendered identities,
whether innate or socially constructed, propel our participation in soc bety in

A myeiad of ways. What we consider universal or idinsyncratic influences our
understanding of gender in our daily interactions with those around us, What we
say and what is said to us are grearly affected by our gender.

Summary

« Feminism can be defined as the policy, practice, or advocacy of the political,

statements economic, and social equality for women, but it has a lang histary and a
complicated relatianship with soclety,

» Qur sex is determined by our being barn male of female, while gender is a

complex and fluid sacial category of behaviors aften associsted with our blological

sex but not necessarily and fs hugely questionable,

The relationship of sexism 1o language use is especially powerful becayse of the

way language use reflects, promotes, and legitimates certain attitudes and belicfs

Activities and
discussion points

With 3 piartrier or on your own, consider:

1. If gender performances are nat universal, how can it be that gender is  universal
ngredient influencing the way we lve our lives? Explain with examples from your
own life.

2 Whyis it impartant to recognize the histary of feminism? Does it matter that
each generation has its gwn particular issues to explore? What are some of this
BeAeration's unigue issuss?

3. In what ways does language use align with Bender?

The emergence
of gender and
language study

Women's Language and the
Language of Power

Sample pages from
A Beginner’s Guide to
Language and Gender
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Call for Manuscripts

If you are currently teaching or planning

a course and do not have an adequate
textbook, please let us know by sending at
info@multilingual-matters.com and we will
do our best to fill the gap.

Our commissioning editors are active in
visiting conferences and campuses throughout
the year and are happy to discuss ideas and
suggestions for textbooks. Please discuss any
proposals informally with Anna Roderick
(anna@multilingual-matters.com) before
sending in a full proposal.

This leaflet is printed on Greencoat Plus recycled paper
containing 80% waste fibre and 20% chlorine free pulp.
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